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Minutes 

Washington State Convention Center 

Public Facilities District 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

January 28, 2014  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 Frank K. Finneran, Board Chairman, convened a regular meeting of the Washington State Convention 

Center Public Facilities District (WSCC PFD) at 2:00 p.m. in the Administrative Boardroom, 5
th

 floor, of 

the Convention Center. 

MEETING ATTENDANCE  

Board Directors in Attendance 

Frank K. Finneran, Chairman 

Deryl Brown-Archie, Vice Chair  

Rick Bender 

Robert J. Flowers 

Jerry Hillis 

J. Terry McLaughlin 

Craig Schafer 

Karen Wong (via telephone conference) 

Board Directors Absent 

 Susana Gonzalez-Murillo 

Officers in Attendance 

Jeffrey A. Blosser, President / CEO 

Linda Willanger, Vice President of Administration / AGM 

Ed Barnes, Vice President of Operations 

Chip Firth, Director of Finance and Administration / CFO 

Consultants / Vendors in Attendance 

Matthew R. Hendricks, Hendricks - Bennett, PLLC 

Dawn Wheeler, ARAMARK. 

Tom Norwalk, Marco Bloemendaal and Kris Cromwell, Visit Seattle 

Fred Eoff, Public Financial Management, Inc. 

Tim McCabe, PSAV 

Jim Snook, CCPI 

Liz Brostrom, Edlen Electrical Exhibition Services 

Steve Fitzpatrick, GES Global Experience Specialists 

Visitors 

Dale Clark, Hart Crowser, Inc. 

Chuck Hinson, URS Corporation 

Bob Royer, Gallatin Public Affairs 

Anita Nath, UNITE HERE Local 8 

Staff in Attendance 

Michael McQuade Ron Yorita 

Marsha Rambert  Susnios Tesfaye 

Daniel Johnson  Kathleen Smith 

Lorrie Starkweather 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

December 17, 2013 Regular WSCC PFD Board Meeting and December 19, 2013 Special WSCC PFD 

Board Meeting 

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2013 Regular Board meeting and 

December 19, 2013 Special Board meeting as presented.  Mr. Schafer seconded and the motion was carried by the 

unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present. 
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III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

IV. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A. Comments 

 Mr. Finneran advised that Northwest Meetings & Events Magazine published an article on the 

“Unsung Heroes” who have provided essential customer service to the meetings and events industry.  Four honorees 

were selected from industry experts for going above and beyond in their jobs.  Highlighted on page 37 is Mr. Derek 

Murphy, a long-time ARAMARK employee at the WSCC.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, Chairman Finneran 

expressed congratulations to Mr. Murphy for being recognized for his 20 years of exemplary service to 

ARAMARK, the Convention Center, our guests and attendees. 

B. Consent Agenda 

 Mr. Finneran presented the Consent Agenda to the Board.  No action items were included and the following 

informational reports had been sent to the Board for review prior to today’s meeting: 

1. WSCC Sales Productivity Report 

2. WSCC Monthly Expenditures Auditing Officer Certification 

3. Government Relations Consultant Update Report 

4. Outreach Report, 2013 Year End 

 Ms. Brown-Archie made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. Bender seconded and 

the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present. 

 

V. PFD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Expansion Committee 

1. Expansion Expenditures To Date 

 Mr. Finneran provided an update on WSCC’s acquisition of land which was approved by the Board on 

December 19, 2013 and closed on December 30, 2013.   The Expansion Committee met to review the Expansion 

Budget expenditures for the year ending December 13, 2013.  All expenditures were in line with the amounts 

previously approved by the Board of Directors.  

B. Operating Goals Committee 

 1. Completion of Operating Goals for 2013, Resolution # 2014-1 

 A RESOLUTION of the District Board Approving Recommendations of the Operating Goals Committee 

Regarding Completion of the 2013 Goals for the Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District. 

 The Board feels that it is in the best interest of WSCC to adopt annual operating goals and to review end of 

the calendar year performance for those goals.  Mr. Bender advised that the WSCC Board Operating Goals 

Committee reviewed the FY 2013 Operating Goals Year End Report, attached as Exhibit A to Resolution #2014-1, 

and has determined that all goals for fiscal year 2013 have been completed or are moving forward as anticipated.  

The Operating Goals Committee recommended approval by the full Board. 

 Mr. Bender made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-1, approving the satisfactory completion of the 

2013 Calendar Year Operating Goals.  Mr. Hillis seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative 

vote of all the Directors present. 

 C. Government Affairs Committee 

 1. Update 

 Ms. Brown-Archie advised that the Government Affairs Committee continues to work with WSCC staff 

and consultants to create strategies for ensuring legislative officials (City, County, and State) are effectively briefed 

on the WSCC and its expansion efforts.  At the Committee’s direction, the Government Relations consultants are 

continuing to monitor specific items of interest currently under discussion during the Legislative Session. 
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 D. Finance Committee 

 1. Investment Funds, 2013 Year End Report 

 Mr. Flowers reported that the Finance Committee reviewed the WSCC portfolio of investments currently 

managed by Davidson Fixed Income Management and made recommendations to Davidson on the need for 

improved performance on short term investments.  The Finance Committee members will meet again with 

representatives from Davidson Fixed Income Management in the next few months, and report back Investment 

Program developments at a future Board meeting. 

 E. Facility Committee 

 1. Update 

 Mr. Hillis reported that the Facility Committee met to review the WSCC streetscape improvement designs 

planned for Pike Street, in front of the Center between 7
th

 and 8
th

 Avenues, and recommended some modifications to 

the WSCC program to bring the streetscape more in line with work being undertaken by the Downtown Seattle 

Association’s Pike / Pine Renaissance Taskforce which will enhance the Pike / Pine corridor from the Market to 

Capitol Hill. 

 

 Staff provided an update on the Capital Project List and advised that the Retail Triangle remodel is 

awaiting approval of permits by the City of Seattle, and the facility’s bathroom renovations are almost complete. 

. 

VI. VISIT SEATTLE & WSCC Sales Reports 

A. Visit Seattle Destination Overview 

Mr. Norwalk reported that Visit Seattle has taken advantage of the fantastic opportunity of promoting 

Seattle as a result of the Seattle Seahawks western division championship win and their subsequent entry to the 

Super Bowl Game in New York.  Visit Seattle has purchased ad space in the official Super Bowl program, and has 

wrapped three double-decker buses with the “Two Days In Seattle” campaign material showcasing the iconic images 

of Seattle, both inside and outside of the vehicles.  These buses are on the Broadway route, renamed Super Bowl 

Boulevard for the next few weeks.   

Smith Travel Research provided December 2013 comparisons for revenue per available room (RevPAR), 

average daily room rate (ADR) and occupancy variance for hotels in Seattle and six major west coast cities with 

convention centers.  Downtown Seattle finished 2013 with an occupancy rate of 79.8%, slightly higher than 

December 2012, and RevPAR at $140.02 and ADR at $175.52 were up as compared to the same period last year.  

End of season home games for the Seattle Seahawks contributed to the increase in these figures for the month, as 

team supporters and football fans booked almost all available room inventory.  San Francisco continued to lead the 

market in all three categories within the west coast competitive set, Seattle numbers continued to track strongly with 

the five other cities in the group. 

B. WSCC and Visit Seattle Sales Reports 

Mr. McQuade and Mr. Bloemendaal reported on Convention Center sales.  Visit Seattle Convention Center 

annual sales production for 2013 reached 122.49% of the target goal.  Overall, hotel room nights booked during 

2013 in association with all Seattle-area event venues, including WSCC, reached 105.64% of goal for the year. 

For the year ending December 2013, the Visit Seattle satellite office for Washington, DC, reached 91.95% 

and the Midwest office reached 84.05% of booking goal for WSCC held events.  Visit Seattle top line revenue for 

Convention Center bookings totaled $18,779,407 for the year ending December 2013.  This reflects the sales team’s 

efforts to bring 2013 to a strong close with revenues reaching 150.23% of goal for the year. 

During December, WSCC staff booked 23 new events into the Center to infill around convention business 

booked by Visit Seattle.  Cumulatively, these 23 WSCC booked events represent over 3,850 in estimated attendance, 

3 associated room nights, and combined topline revenues of over $143,165 for rent, food & beverage, parking and 

subcontractor services.  

The 36 events booked by WSCC staff that took place in December cumulatively represent over 6,216 in 

estimated attendance, 53 in associated room nights, and combined topline revenues of over $385,716 for rent, food 

& beverage, parking and subcontractor services.  

Mr. Bloemendaal explained that business can be lost because groups do not select Seattle for reasons that 

include lack of suitable dates, not enough convention space, hotel rates, or because they made a different city choice.  
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Regionally, the loss of economic impact for the year ending December 2013 for lost WSCC business has been 

estimated at $818,549,190.  Of the lost business recorded in 2013, nearly $231,000,000 was due to lack of 

Convention Center space related to WSCC space already booked and no dates available for additional business that 

could meet in Seattle. 

Waived business is event business that staff did not pursue primarily because there were no viable date 

options available to offer the group or because the Convention Center is not large enough to accommodate the 

group.  Eighty-five groups fall in the waived business category for the year ending December 2013, with an 

associated loss of 431,271 in hotel room bookings, a loss of 237,340 event attendees, and an estimated loss of 

$582,415,660 in overall economic impact for the region. 

VII. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

A. Approval of Exclusive Electrical Installation Contractor, Resolution #2014-2 

A RESOLUTION Approving the Exclusive Electrical Installation Services Contract for the Washington 

State Convention Center Public Facilities District. 

 

Mr. Blosser advised that at the September 2013 Board of Directors meeting, a resolution for approval was 

tabled to a future meeting as a result of a bid protest on the related Request For Proposal (RFP). The protest issue 

involved the certification of equipment by the City of Seattle.  Subsequently, the apparent successful proposer has 

brought all equipment into compliance with the municipal code requirements.  Staff is recommending the approval 

of Edlen Electrical Exhibition Services to supply exclusive electrical installation services for the Washington State 

Convention Center Public Facilities District for the period October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2016. 

 
 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-2, approving the exclusive electrical installation 

contractor, Edlen Electrical Exhibition Services.  Mr. McLaughlin seconded and the motion was carried by the 

unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present. 

  

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 

A. WSCC Parking Report 

 Mr. Tesfaye reported that parking revenues were down slightly in December 2013 as compared to 

December 2012, primarily due to the event mix for the month. WSCC continues to offer monthly parking to new 

customers in Freeway Park Garage.   

B. ARAMARK Food Service Report 

Ms. Wheeler reported top-line food service revenues of $368,349 for December 2013, up $13,717 from 

top-line revenues for the same period last year.  Total Costs (product, labor and direct costs) were higher than 

forecast, however slightly lower than the same period in 2012.  Total costs for December 2013 were 33% over 

budget due in part to an increase in labor costs and an increase in the cost of products. 

IX. FINANCIAL REPORT  

 Mr. Firth reported that year-to-date through December 2013, total operating revenues were up 3.8%.  For 

the month of December 2013, Food Service revenues were up 3.9%, Retail revenues were up 1.7%, and the 

Marketing Tax saw an increase of 9.2%.  Building Rent revenue was down 26.9% for the month of December 2013, 

due in part to the general trend of fewer events held during December, 

 Operating expenses year-to-date through December 2013 finished slightly under budget.  Operating 

expenses for December 2013 were under budget by 15.5% for the month; however the corresponding sales were 

down 2.5%.  Staff conservatively managed expenses throughout the year. 

 In 2013, the Board authorized a funding mechanism to support efforts necessary to explore expansion 

feasibility.  Expansion Project Fund expenditures year-to-date through December 2013 totaled $853,155.  Expansion 

Project Fund expenditures for December 2013 were $345,470. 

 Year-to-date the operating surplus through December totaled $840,687. Operating loss for December 2013 

was $(826,356).    Non-Operating Revenues year-to-date through December 2013, for regular and additional lodging 

taxes, totaled $60,187,109.  Non-Operating Revenues for the month of December were $5,634,351, up from budget 

by 6.2%.  Non-Operating Expenses year-to-date through December 2013, for transfer of additional lodging tax and 

debt service, totaled $36,021,187, slightly above budget.  Non-Operating Expenses during the month, for transfer of 

additional lodging tax and debt service, totaled $3,197,292.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

 Ms. Brown-Archie moved to adjourn the January 28, 2014 Board meeting at 3:10 p.m.  Mr. Flowers 

seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present. 


