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Minutes 

Washington State Convention Center 

Public Facilities District 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

March 24, 2015  

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 Frank K. Finneran, Board Chairman, convened a regular meeting of the Washington State Convention 

Center Public Facilities District (WSCC PFD) at 2:00 p.m., in Room 303, Level 3, of the Convention Center.  

MEETING ATTENDANCE  

Board Directors in Attendance 

Frank K. Finneran, Chair 

Deryl Brown-Archie, Vice Chair (via teleconference) 

Robert J. Flowers 

David Freiboth 

Susana Gonzalez-Murillo 

Jerry Hillis 

J. Terry McLaughlin 

Craig Schafer 

Board Directors Absent 

 Karen Wong 

Officers in Attendance 

Jeffrey A. Blosser, President / CEO 

Linda Willanger, Vice President of Administration / AGM 

Ed Barnes, Vice President of Operations 

Chip Firth, Director of Finance and Administration / CFO 

Consultants / Vendors in Attendance 

Stephen Kiely, ARAMARK 

Dawn Wheeler, ARAMARK 

Melinda Altamirano, ARAMARK 

Becky Bogard, Bogard & Johnson, LLC (by teleconference) 

Gary Fluhrer, Foster Pepper PLLC 

Matthew R. Hendricks, Hendricks - Bennett, PLLC 

Matt Griffin, Pine Street Group 

Matt Rosauer, Pine Street Group 

Alana Schutt, Pine Street Group 

Hoa Tran, Pine Street Group 

Michael Meyers, PSAV 

Rob Hampton, Visit Seattle 

Patrick Smyton, Visit Seattle 

Kelly Saling, Visit Seattle 

Visitors 

Curt Cooper 

Jerry Hainline, Hainline & Associates 

Dale Clark, Hart Crowser, Inc. 

Aamir Imam, Hensel Phelps Construction 

Kevin McCain, Skanska / Hunt Construction 

Dennis Sexaur, Skanska / Hunt Construction 

Kris Salerno, Turner Construction 

Stefan Moritz, UniteHERE, Local 8 
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Staff in Attendance 

Krista Daniel   Daniel Johnson 

Lois Johnson   Gary Lewis 

Tamara Mc Donald  Michael McQuade 

Susan Ririe   Kathleen Smith 

Lorrie Starkweather   Susnios Tesfaye 

Ron Yorita 

 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

January 27, 2015 Regular WSCC PFD Board Meeting 

 Mr. Schafer made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2015 Regular Board meeting as 

presented.  Mr. Flowers seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors 

present, both in person and via teleconference. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

IV. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A. Update on Board Member Appointments / Reappointments 

 1. Board of Directors Reappointment – Mr. Robert Flowers 

 Mr. Robert Flowers was reappointed to the WSCC PFD Board of Directors by the Mayor of Seattle for a 

four year term ending July 30, 2018.  Mr. Flowers’ reappointment was confirmed by the Seattle City Council on 

March 23, 2015. 

 2. Board of Directors Appointment – Mr. David Freiboth 

 Mr. David Freiboth was appointed to the WSCC PFD Board of Directors by the Mayor of Seattle for a four 

year term ending July 30, 2018.  Mr. Freiboth’s appointment was confirmed by the Seattle City Council on March 

23, 2015.  Mr. Freiboth has served as the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the King County Labor Council in 

Seattle for the past 9 years.  He is also a Vice President of the Washington State Labor Council, AFL-CIO.  The 

Board welcomed Mr. Freiboth and expressed appreciation for his willingness to serve as a member of the WSCC 

PFD Board of Directors. 

B. WSCC PFD Board of Directors 2015 Committee Assignments (superseding Resolution 2014-10), 

Resolution 2015-6 

 A RESOLUTION ratifying recommendations related to the appointment of Washington State Convention 

Center Public Facilities District Committees for 2015, amending and superseding Resolution 2014-10. 

 Mr. Finneran advised that the Board of Directors Committee Assignments for 2015 have been amended to 

reflect the appointment of Mr. Freiboth to the WSCC PFD Board, and Mr. Bender’s departure. 

 Mr. McLaughlin made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-6, ratifying the membership on the Board 

Committees for 2015, amending and superseding Resolution 2014-10.  Mr. Hillis seconded and the motion was 

carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present, both in person and via teleconference. 

 C. WSCC Board 2015 Strategic Planning Retreat Meeting 

 Mr. Finneran advised that staff has begun the planning process for the Strategic Planning Retreat to be held 

in October.  The dates of Tuesday, October 27 and Wednesday, October 28, 2015 were previously confirmed with 

the Directors, and the meetings will take place at the Seattle Marriott Waterfront.  By consensus, the Directors were 

unanimous in their agreement to these dates and location for the 2015 Strategic Planning Retreat 

D. Consent Agenda 

 Mr. Finneran presented the Consent Agenda to the Board.  No action items were included and the following 

informational reports had been sent to the Board for review prior to today’s meeting: 

1. WSCC Sales Productivity Report 

2. WSCC Monthly Expenditures Auditing Officer Certification 

3. Benefits Committee – 2014 Summary Report 

 Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. McLaughlin 

seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, both in person and 

via teleconference. 
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VI. PFD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Addition Committee 

 1. Update Report: 

 Mr. Finneran requested Mr. Griffin and Mr. Rosauer provide the board with an update on the Addition 

Project.  Mr. Griffin spoke to the project schedule, entitlement process, and provided an update on the status of land 

acquisition.  Mr. Rosauer spoke to process and design.   

 2. Approval of Additional Facility Architectural/Engineering Services Contract, Resolution 2015-7 

 A RESOLUTION approving the Facility Addition Architectural/Engineering Services Contract for the 

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District. 

 Mr. Finneran advised that the Addition Committee is recommending approval of the Facility Addition 

Architectural/Engineering Services Contract with LMN Architects which is substantially in the form of Exhibit A 

attached to Resolution 2015-7.   

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-7, approving the Additional Facility 

Architectural/Engineering Services Contract with LMN Architects.  Mr. Flowers seconded and the motion was 

carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, both in person and via teleconference. 

 3. Approval of Additional Facility Project Management Services Contract, Resolution 2015-8 

 A RESOLUTION relating to procurement and potential addition to the convention center; authorizing a 

development management agreement with Pine Street Group LLP; amending Resolution 2015-5 and WSCC 

Operating Procedure 20-04-02 regarding procurement; and, delegating to and authorizing the Addition Committee 

of the District Board to perform certain acts. 

 Mr. Finneran advised that contract negotiations with Pine Street Group have been finalized, and introduced 

Mr. Fluhrer, WSCC Additional Facility Legal Counsel, to provide a summary of the development management 

agreement as negotiated.  Terms of the agreement commences March 1, 2015 and continues until final completion of 

the Project, but in any event not later than June 30, 2021, unless otherwise extended by Owner.  Mr. Finneran 

introduced Mr. Hendricks, WSCC General Counsel, to provide an explanation of the amendment to operating 

procedure pertaining to procurement and the delegation of authority to the Addition Committee.  Mr. Hendricks 

advised that there are specific action items contained within Resolution 2015-8: 1) the approval of the agreement 

with Pine Street Group; 2) the formal recognition of the District Board’s Addition Committee as an entity that has 

some powers in dealing with the Project Manager; and 3) approving an amendment to the WSCC Operating 

Procedure 20-04-02 regarding Procurement of Services and Goods, similar to the procedures approved within 

Resolution 2015-5 at the January 27, 2015 board meeting. This further refinement, in light of the contract for the 

Addition Project, allows 1) to ensure WSCC is compliant with state law. Public facilities districts have specific 

requirements for personal service contracts over $150,000.00.  These requirements are addressed specifically in the 

revised procedures; and 2) with the size and scope of this project, there is a need for a mechanism to be in place to 

allow for the timely approval of sub-contracts, subject to WSCC’s ability to ratify or reject contracts in a short-term 

basis, which would allow for the project manager to continue with the scope of work per schedule.   

 Mr. Finneran advised that the Addition Committee is recommending approval of the Additional Facility 

Project Management Services Contract, Resolution 2015-8. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-8, approving the Additional Facility Project 

Management Services Contract.  Mr. Schafer seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative 

vote of all Directors present, both in person and via teleconference. 

B. Facility Committee 

 1. Project Updates 

 Mr. Hillis advised that the Facility Committee met today to review the 5-Year Capital Plan to ensure staff 

and the Committee were in agreement and headed in the right direction.  The Committee agreed no changes to the 

plan, previously approved by the full board, were required at this time.  The issue of improvements to the Galleria 

area, i.e., retail areas, outdated fixtures, heating/ventilation, etc., are still under review by the Committee and staff.   

 Mr. Hillis reported that discussion occurred surrounding the naming protocols for the existing convention 

center, The Conference Center, and the new additional facility and the need for this to be resolved in the near future.  

Mr. Blosser advised that staff is working with the Committee to resolve issues surrounding the naming of the 

facilities in conjunction with the addresses of the buildings.  The current address of “800 Convention Place” is 

confusing to our guests, attendees, and the general public as the building entrance is on Pike Street.   Ease of way-

finding is an important priority in this process.  With this in mind, WSCC is looking to change the current address 

from Convention Place to Pike Street, and will be contacting the U.S. Postal Service and City of Seattle regarding 
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the process to be followed.  The Committee and staff are working on the address and naming issues and will bring 

their recommendations to the full board for approval. 

 Mr. Hillis made a motion approving the change of address for the Washington State Convention Center.  

Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors 

present, both in person and via teleconference. 

 Mr. Hillis advised that the Level 1 restrooms have been modified in an attempt to combat transient and 

drug activities.  The modifications have made positive progress with these issues, and although the lowered restroom 

stall walls minimize privacy for the user, the safety of our visitors, guests, attendees and WSCC staff is a key 

priority. 

C. Government Affairs Committee 

1. Update 

 Ms. Brown-Archie advised that the Government Affairs Committee met today, primarily to discuss the 

proposed legislation regarding tax deferral for the expansion of certain existing public facilities district convention 

centers, House Bill 1690 and Senate Bill 5571.  Ms. Bogard, Mr. Boyd and Mr. Webster are continuing to monitor 

the two bills for any legislative action.  

 2. Consultant Update Reports 

 Ms. Brown-Archie advised that consultant update reports from the team of Ms. Bogard and Mr. Boyd and 

from Mr. Webster were contained within the Board packets. 

D. Outreach Committee 

1. Update 

 Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo advised that the Outreach Committee met today and reviewed objectives with 

WSCC staff, Ms. Lewis and Mr. Rosauer from Pine Street Group.  Pine Street Group provided a solid presentation, 

however there are no firm propositions to bring before the board.  Pine Street Group is continuing to develop 

outreach efforts to contractors and suppliers. 

 Ms. Willanger reported on the new website for the Addition project.  Working in cooperation with Ms. 

Lewis and the Pine Street Group, the new Addition project website is currently in test phase.  A banner has been 

placed on the existing WSCC website for visitors and vendors to navigate to the Addition website for information 

specific to the project and MWBE. The design of the new site mirrors the existing WSCC site.  Ms. Gonzalez-

Murillo is pleased with Ms. Lewis and Mr. Rosauer’s work on the website and with outreach efforts to date.  The 

Committee is seeking to prepare a PR piece to be proactive in WSCC’s efforts to reach out to the community.  

 Ms. Willanger advised that WSCC has embarked on a Harvest - The-Bounty of Washington juried art 

exhibition.  This project began in mid-February with WSCC sending out letters to all Washington State Legislators, 

City Councils, and County representatives explaining the art project.  An e-mail blast was sent to over 1,000 

organizations including Arts groups, Native Tribes, Colleges and Universities, Farms and Farmer’s Markets to call 

for artists for a photographic exhibition showcasing the bounty of Washington State harvest and all of the people 

who make it exceptional.  The exhibition will celebrate the diverse communities and people that provide so much 

from our 39 counties.  The show will kick off here at WSCC during the National Conference of State Legislatures 

2015 Summit in August.  In 2016, the exhibit will travel to other public venues in the state including the Spokane 

Convention Center and the Three Rivers Convention Center in Kennewick.   

VI. VISIT SEATTLE & WSCC Sales Reports 

A. Visit Seattle Destination Overview  

Mr. Hampton and Ms. Saling presented the Visit Seattle report in Mr. Norwalk’s absence.  

Smith Travel Research report for February 2015 YTD provides comparisons for revenue per available 

room (RevPAR), average daily room rate (ADR) and occupancy variances for hotels in Seattle and six major west 

coast cities with convention centers.  Downtown Seattle finished February with occupancy rate of 72.5%, slightly 

above the same period in 2014; RevPAR increased 4% and ADR had an increase of 6.1% as compared to the same 

period last year.  San Francisco and San Diego are sharing the lead in all three categories within the west coast 

competitive set.  Seattle numbers continued to track strongly with the five other cities in the group. 

B. Visit Seattle Sales Report 

Visit Seattle Convention Center sales production for the month of February 2015 was 44.75% of goal and 

for Hotel was 37.57% of goal.  2015 year-to-date room night production through February is at 88.32% of goal and 

for Hotel is at 61.86% of goal.  Visit Seattle top-line revenue for Convention Center bookings for February YTD 

totaled $4,531,292.   
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Mr. Hampton explained that business can be lost because groups do not select Seattle for reasons that 

include lack of suitable dates, not enough convention space, hotel rates, or because they made a different city choice.  

The loss of economic impact for February 2015 for lost WSCC business has been estimated at nearly $5,236,200 

due to lack of Convention Center space already booked and no dates available for additional business that could 

meet in Seattle. 

Waived business is event business that staff did not pursue primarily because there were no viable date 

options available to offer the group or because the Convention Center is not large enough to accommodate the 

group.  For February 2015, 4 groups fall in the waived business category, with an associated loss of 21,172 in hotel 

room bookings, a loss of 12,300 event attendees, and an estimated loss of $37,387,600 in overall economic impact 

for the region. 

C WSCC Sales Report 

Mr. McQuade reported that for February YTD, WSCC Sales staff top-line rent revenue totaled $574,263 

and projected net rent totaled $574,263 for Convention Center contracted bookings.  Groups hosted in February 

2015 realized 3,414 in hotel room bookings, with 61,861 event attendees, and an estimated $1,374,749 in top-line 

revenues. 

During February, WSCC Sales staff booked 29 new events into the Center to infill around convention 

business booked by Visit Seattle.  Cumulatively, these 29 WSCC booked events represent over 12,933 in estimated 

attendance, 708 associated room nights, and combined topline revenues of over $401,168 for rent, food & beverage, 

parking and subcontractor services.  

VII. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

A. Review of Performance-based Compensation Process 

Mr. Blosser advised that 2014 year-end performance reviews for all non-represented staff were completed 

in February and finalized with individual staff members who were reviewed for their performance ratings for the 

year. Mr. Blosser approved increases for all non-represented staff per their performance-based scores and all 

increases fall within the approved 4% budget line item for 2015. Increases were effective March 1, 2015, and 

employees will receive the monies on their March 25
th

 paycheck. 

B. Taste Washington: Marketing Event Participation 

 Mr. Blosser advised that WSCC and ARAMARK will again be participating in the Taste Washington trade 

show event being held March 28 & 29, 2015.  This event provides a great opportunity to talk to attendees about our 

meeting capabilities and to promote the Center and our operations, as well as showcase WSCC’s culinary expertise 

and use of locally grown products.  Thank you to our ARAMARK team and the WSCC Sales team for their efforts 

to coordinate this worthwhile opportunity to showcase the WSCC space options and our culinary capabilities.  It is a 

good opportunity to get our name known in the local community and to support Visit Seattle. 

 C. Selection of Exclusive Food and Beverage Management Services Contractor, Resolution 2015-9 

 A RESOLUTION Approving the Exclusive Food and Beverage Management Services Contract for the 

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District.  

 Mr. Blosser advised that the current food service management contract expires June 30, 2015 and there are 

no further contract extensions available.  An RFP was issued on December 19, 2014 for the purposes of soliciting 

qualified firms to provide exclusive food and beverage management services for the WSCC and our clients and 

exhibitors. The RFP was sent out to ten companies as well as advertised on the WSCC website, and only one 

response to the RFP was received, that being  from ARAMARK.  A Food and Beverage Taskforce was established 

by Chairman Finneran with members being Mr. Finneran, Mr. Flowers and Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo.  Taskforce 

members Flowers and Gonzalez-Murillo interviewed ARAMARK and were satisfied with responses provided.  This 

is a four and one-half year agreement, July 1, 2015 to December 31, 2019 with one 2-year extension option. Staff 

and the taskforce recommend approval of the agreement with ARAMARK to provide exclusive food and beverage 

management services for the Washington State Convention Center. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-9, approving the selection of ARAMARK as the 

Exclusive Food and Beverage Management Services Contractor for the WSCC PFD.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo 

seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present, both in person 

and via teleconference. 

D. WSCC Admission Attendants New Uniforms 

 Mr. Blosser requested Mr. Barnes provide an update on the Admission Attendant uniforms. Mr. Barnes 

introduced Ms. Lois Johnson and Mr. Gary Lewis, Admission Attendants with WSCC.  Ms. Johnson and Mr. Lewis 

modeled the new uniforms for the Directors.  Mr. Barnes explained that the bright Kelly green blazers worn by the 

Admission Attendants were outdated, no longer being made, and did not fit with the updated color schemes of the 
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facility.  The new uniforms are a hotel grade uniform, consisting of a three-piece suit in “royal chestnut’ with a 

“celery” shirt.  In keeping with WSCC’s efforts with recycling, sustainability and being as “green” as possible, the 

fabric for the new uniforms is made from recycled plastic.  The board congratulated Mr. Barnes and the staff on this 

new, updated look for our front line staff. 

E. Tour of Administrative Offices, Exhibit Halls A&B New Concession Areas, Grill and Solera 

 Mr. Blosser advised that at the conclusion of today’s meeting, the WSCC Board and WSCC Directors 

would be provided a tour of the new Administrative Offices, as well as the newly renovated concession stands in 

Exhibit Halls A&B, the Grill and Solera.  The timeframe for the move to the new Administrative Offices is expected 

to be prior to the middle of May 2015.   

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 

A. WSCC Parking Report 

 Mr. Tesfaye reported that parking revenues for February 2015 were down 13% from the revenues reported 

in February 2014; and February YTD revenues were down 8% from the same period in 2014, mainly due to the 

event mix in the building. WSCC’s monthly parking for the main garage is currently at full capacity. The Camlin 

Hotel’s staff are now WSCC parking clients.  There is a small wait-list for both garages. 

B. Food Service Report 

Mr. Kiely reported total sales for February 2015 were up $4,359 from forecast, however down $1.290,652 

from prior year.  Total costs for February 2015 were 1.1 percentage points lower than forecast.  February 2015 total 

WSCC PFD profit was down $433,943 over prior year, however $23,897 better than forecast.  Year-to-date sales are 

$2,269,816 over forecast and $1,246,377 over prior year.  Food service return to WSCC PFD year-to-date is up 

$203,876 from forecast and up $1,106,387 from prior year.  Mr. Kiely advised that the food and beverage retail sales 

during the NW Flower and Garden Show saw an increase of 12% over the previous year.  ARAMARK continues to 

focus on the Food Management and Labor Management programs during Fiscal Year 2015 with the goal of 

continued positive results.  Fiscal Year 2015 is tracking to see good results as well.   

On behalf of ARAMARK and the entire team at WSCC, Mr. Kiely thanked the WSCC Board for their 

business and continued support of the food and beverage program.   

IX. FINANCIAL REPORT  

 Mr. Firth reported that year-to-date February 2015 total operating revenues were up 3.4%.  For the month 

of February 2015, Food Service revenues were slightly over forecast.  Retail revenue was down 4%, and the 

Marketing Tax was up 3.3%.  Building Rent revenue was up 9.4% for the month of February 2015. 

 Operating expenses for February 2015 were under budget for the month by 8.3%; and the corresponding 

sales were down 2.2%.  Staff continues to conservatively manage expenses in FY2015. 

 In 2013, the Board authorized a funding mechanism to support efforts necessary to explore expansion 

feasibility, now called Addition Budget.  Addition Project Fund expenditures for February 2015 were $417,264. 

 Year-to-date the operating surplus through February totaled $1,173,038.  Operating surplus for February 

2015 was $545,879.  Non-Operating Revenues year-to-date through February 2015, for regular and additional 

lodging taxes, totaled $8,813,398.  Non-Operating Revenues for the month of February were $4,019,961, up 2.7% 

from budget.  Non-Operating Expenses year-to-date through February 2015, which includes transfer of additional 

lodging tax, debt service, capital improvement projects and the addition budget, totaled $6,077,701, under budget by 

5.6%.  Non-Operating Expenses during the month for transfer of additional lodging tax, debt service, capital 

improvement projects, and expansion budget totaled $2,990,060, under budget by 10.6%.    

 Mr. Firth advised that the forecast for the 2015 fiscal year is tracking to be a good year for WSCC. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Mr. Flowers moved to adjourn the March 24, 2015 Board meeting at 3:44 p.m.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo 

seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, both in person and 

via teleconference. 

 


