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Minutes 

Washington State Convention Center 

Public Facilities District 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

November 25, 2014  

 

 

I. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 The Chairman announced that the Board of Directors would hold an Executive Session consistent with 

RCW.42.30.110 (1) (g) as permitted by the Open Public Meetings Act.  The purpose of the Executive Session was to 

review the WSCC President’s performance for fiscal year 2014, and consider an amendment to the contract and 

compensation for fiscal year 2015.  The Executive Session commenced at 3:42 p.m. and lasted twenty minutes.  In 

addition to all Board members present (Finneran, Flowers, Bender, McLaughlin, Schafer, Gonzalez-Murillo, Wong, 

Hillis – in person; Brown-Archie – by conference call), attendance at the Executive Session included Mr. Hendricks. 

II. CALL TO ORDER 

 Frank K. Finneran, Board Chairman, convened a regular meeting of the Washington State Convention 

Center Public Facilities District (WSCC PFD) at 4:03 p.m., Metropole Room, The Fairmont Olympic Hotel, 411 

University Street, Seattle, WA 98101. 

MEETING ATTENDANCE  

Board Directors in Attendance 

Frank K. Finneran, Chair 

Deryl Brown-Archie, Vice Chair, (by conference call) 

Rick Bender 

Robert J. Flowers 

Susana Gonzalez-Murillo 

Jerry Hillis 

J. Terry McLaughlin 

Craig Schafer 

Karen Wong 

Officers in Attendance 

Jeffrey A. Blosser, President / CEO 

Linda Willanger, Vice President of Administration / AGM 

Ed Barnes, Vice President of Operations 

Chip Firth, Director of Finance and Administration / CFO 

Consultants / Vendors in Attendance 

Stephen Kiely, ARAMARK 

Becky Bogard, Bogard & Johnson, LLC 

Joe Melancon, CCPI 

Matthew R. Hendricks, Hendricks - Bennett, PLLC 

Matt Rosauer, Pine Street Group 

Douglas Johnson, PSAV 

Visitors 

Dale Clark, Hart Crowser, Inc. 

Abby Lawlor, UniteHERE, Local 8 

Jason Foley, Pine Street Group 

Sherilyn Anderson, Wells Fargo 

Staff in Attendance 

Krista Daniel   Michael McQuade 

Ron Yorita   Daniel Johnson 

Kathleen Smith   Lorrie Starkweather 
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III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

September 23, 2014 Regular WSCC PFD Board  

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2014 Regular Board meeting as 

presented.  Mr. Schafer seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors 

present, in person and via conference call. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

V. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A. Board of Directors 2015 Committee Assignments, Resolution 2014-10 

 A RESOLUTION by the District Board ratifying recommendations related to the appointment of District 

Committees for 2015.  

 Mr. Finneran advised that the Board Committees for 2015 will remain similar to 2014 with the following 

changes: the Expansion Committee being renamed the Addition Committee going forward; Mr. Bender moving 

from the Expansion Committee to the Finance Committee; and Ms. Brown-Archie moving from Finance Committee 

to the Addition Committee to correct the diversity issues associated with the expansion, now called addition. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-10, ratifying the membership on the Board 

Committees for 2015, as presented.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous 

affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

B. District Regular Meeting Dates Fiscal Year 2015, Resolution 2014-11 

A RESOLUTION by the District Board Adopting Its 2015 Official Meeting Schedule.  

 Mr. Bender made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-11, establishing the WSCC Board of Directors 

2015 regular meetings schedule as presented.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded and the motion was carried by the 

unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

The date and time of WSCC public board meetings will be posted to the WSCC website. 

C. Ratification of District Officers – Resolution 2014-12  

 A RESOLUTION by the District Board ratifying recommendations related to the appointment of District 

Officers and Administrative Officers for 2015. 

 EXHIBIT “A” – Officers Appointed by Chairman:  President / CEO, Jeffrey Blosser; Board Treasurer, 

Chip Firth; Secretary, Linda Willanger. 

 EXHIBIT “B” – Administrative Officers Appointed by President:  Vice President Administration, Linda 

Willanger; Vice President Operations, Ed Barnes. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-12 ratifying the appointment of Board and 

District Officers for 2015.  Mr. Hillis seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all 

Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

D. Consent Agenda 

 Mr. Finneran presented the Consent Agenda to the Board.  No action items were included and the following 

informational reports had been sent to the Board for review prior to today’s meeting: 

1. WSCC Sales Productivity Report 

2. WSCC Monthly Expenditures Auditing Officer Certification 

3. Government Relations Consultants Reports 

4. Visit Seattle & WSCC Sales Reports 

5. Parking Report 

6. Food Service Report 

7. Financials 

Mr. Finneran wished to call the Directors attention to the Financials report for the month of October and the 

remarkable performance of the staff.  October was a very profitable month with heavy revenues.  Chairman Finneran 

extended his thanks to the WSCC team of staff and service providers for their hard work.  

 Mr. McLaughlin made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. Hillis seconded and the 

motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference call. 
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VI. PFD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Expansion Committee 

1. Establishing WSCC as the SEPA lead agency for the WSCC expansion project, Resolution 2014-16 

 A RESOLUTION establishing the Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District 

(“District”) as the State Environmental Policy Act (“SEPA”) lead agency for the WSCC expansion project, 

subsequent to Resolution 2010-13. 

 Mr. Finneran advised that establishing the District as the SEPA lead agency for the WSCC expansion 

project is a technical matter that we have judged more than appropriate for us at this point in time given what we are 

doing with the expansion. 

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve Resolution 2014-16 establishing the District as the SEPA lead agency 

for the WSCC expansion project.  Mr. Flowers seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative 

vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

 2. Approval of 2015 Expansion Budget Items 

 Mr. Bender made a motion to approve the 2015 Expansion Budget Items which were presented to the 

Finance and Expansion Committees, that correspond with the Expansion Budget to achieve the desired actions 

related to the Expansion Project.  Mr. Flowers seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative 

vote of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

 B. Facility Committee 

 1. Approval of 2015 Capital Project List 

 Mr. Hillis advised that the Facility Committee reviewed the Capital Projects Items that were presented by 

staff for the 2015 fiscal year projects.  The Committee is in agreement with these projects as well as the necessary 

funding to complete these projects and recommends inclusion in the 2015 Budget. 

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve the Capital Project List of Items to be completed in 2015 and the 

funding necessary to accomplish these projects.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded and the motion was carried by the 

unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

 2. Authorization for Continuous Funding for Multiple-Year Projects 

 Mr. Hillis advised that the Facility Committee is seeking to approve authorization for continuous funding 

of the 2014 Capital Projects currently under construction.  The Facility Committee is recommending approval to the 

board.  

 Mr. Hillis made a motion to approve the authorization for continuous funding of the 2014 Capital Projects 

currently under construction.  Mr. Flowers seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote 

of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

 C. Finance Committee  

 1. Approval of 2015 Operating  Budget, Resolution 2014-13 

 A RESOLUTION by the District Board Adopting An Operating Budget for the District for 2015. 

 Mr. Flowers advised that per discussion at the 2014 Board Strategic Planning Retreat, and the request of the 

Chairman and the board members, the following wording is to be attached to Resolution 2014-13, Approval of 2015 

Operating Budget:  Funding of $54,000,000 for Expansion Budget comes from Unrestricted Funds of $90,052,733 

as of October 31, 2014. Unrestricted Funds have been designated to fund the initial cost of expansion before debt 

service is necessary.   

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-13 to adopt the 2015 Fiscal Year Operating 

Budget with the additional wording regarding funding for $54,000,000.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded and the 

motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call.  

 D. Operating Goals Committee 

 1. Approval of the 2015 Operating Goals, Resolution #2014-14 

 A RESOLUTION by the District Board Adopting the Recommendation of the Operating Goals Committee 

for 2015. 

 Mr. Bender advised that the WSCC 2015 Operating Goals were part of the discussions at the November 

2014 Board retreat.  At that time, Board members requested changes to one of the goals (#11).  The Operating Goals 

Committee recommends approval of the 2015 Operating Goals as presented, with the exception of Goal #11.  This 

goal will be modified by staff and Mr. McLaughlin, for approval by the Operating Goals Committee and brought 

before the full Board for final approval at the December board meeting. 
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 Mr. Bender made a motion to adopt Resolution #2014-14, the recommendations of the Operating Goals 

Committee for the establishment of the 2015 Operating Goals as presented, with Goal #11 to be brought back to the 

December board meeting.  Mr. McLaughlin seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote 

of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

E. Marketing Committee 

 1. Approval of WSCC 2015 Sales Plan and 2-15 Marketing & Communications Plan, Resolution 2014-15 

 A RESOLUTION of the District Board approving the 2015 Sales Plan and 2015 Marketing and 

Communications Plan. 

 Mr. Schafer advised that the WSCC Marketing Committee has reviewed the WSCC Sales Plan for 2015 

and the Marketing and Communications Plan for 2015. The Marketing Committee recommends approval of 

Resolution #2014-15. 

 Mr. Schafer made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-15, approving the District Sales Plan for 2015 and 

the District Marketing & Communications Plan for 2015.  Mr. Hillis seconded and the motion was carried by the 

unanimous affirmative vote of all the Directors present, in person and via conference call. 

VI. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

A. Approval of 2015 Insurance:  Liability and Property Coverage 

 Mr. Blosser advised that each year WSCC’s insurance broker, Alliant Insurance Services, Inc., investigates 

insurance policies to cover property and liability for the Convention Center operations.  Staff has reviewed Alliant’s 

report with suggested coverages and the associated costs, and recommend Board approval of FM Global and 

Philadelphia Indemnity as the providers of property and liability coverage for the Washington State Convention 

Center Public Facilities District from November 30, 2014 to November 30, 2015.  The premium’s for the coverages 

have been incorporated into the budget for 2015. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve the recommendations of WSCC’s insurance broker, Alliant 

Insurance Services, Inc., to select FM Global and Philadelphia Indemnity as the providers of property and liability 

insurance for the District for the period November 30, 2014 to November 31, 2015.  Ms. Gonzalez-Murillo seconded 

and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference 

call. 

 B. Extension of General Counsel’s contract for an additional two-year term 

 Mr. Blosser advised that WSCC’s contract with Mr. Hendricks for General Counsel Services includes a 

clause to allow for an additional two-year extension.  Mr. Blosser and staff feel that Mr. Hendricks has done a very 

good job as General Counsel and recommend the Board approve the additional two-year term for legal services to 

the District. 

 Mr. Bender made a motion to approve the extension of General Counsel’s contract for an additional two-

year term, with the period of Mr. Hendricks’ performance extended through November 30, 2016.  Ms. Gonzalez-

Murillo seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person 

and via conference call. 

 C. Extension of Public & Legislative Advisory Services Agreement for an additional one-year term   

 Mr. Blosser advised that the contract with Ms. Bogard for Public & Legislative Advisory Services included 

the option for a second amendment for an additional one-year term.  Mr. Blosser and staff are supportive of this 

contract and Ms. Bogard’s service and are recommending the Board approve the additional one-year term for Public 

& Legislative Advisory Services for the District. 

 Mr. Flowers made a motion to approve the extension of Ms. Bogard’s contract for Public & Legislative 

Advisory Services for a period of performance extended through October 31, 2015.  Ms. Brown-Archie seconded 

and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference 

call. 

VII Approval of President’s Contract and Compensation 

 Mr. Finneran requested a motion to the effect that the WSCC President, having received a performance 

review for fiscal year 2014 as submitted to the Board by the Chairman at the Executive Session, and having met 

established criteria for payment of incentive compensation, be awarded the fully funded  amount of incentive 

compensation to the extent allowable within his existing contract, and that the WSCC President’s contract be 

extended for an additional 3-year period.  The Board commended Mr. Blosser on his accomplishments over the past 

year. 

 Ms. Brown-Archie made a motion to approve the total allowable bonus to the President / CEO under his 

current Employment Agreement for meeting all performance criteria set forth in the Agreement and to approve the 
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extension of the President / CEO Employment Agreement for an additional 3-year period.  Mr. McLaughlin 

seconded and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via 

conference call. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Mr. Hillis moved to adjourn the November 25, 2014 Board meeting at 4:25 p.m.  Mr. McLauglin seconded 

and the motion was carried by the unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present, in person and via conference 

call. 

 

Meeting concluded at 4:25 p.m. 


